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A Douglas College Student Society representative 
&om the David Lam campus resents the handli1_1g 
of the firing of DCSS business manager Merrilyn 
Houlihan so much that he wishes to detail what he 
considers the misadministration behind the 
controversy. More imponantly, he wishes to use his 
own name. 
Massanio Chang, a rookie David Lam Repre-
sentative, has stepped forward to give his version of 
events surrounding the firing of Houlihan, after 
receiving a threatening letter from two of the 
executives of the DCSS. 
The letter, signed by Amanda Wheeler [VP of 
Thomas Haney Campus] and Christa Peters [VP 
External] states, "If you wish to be excluded from 
civil action and a civil lawsuit please forward a 
letter to th~ Otha Prm explaining to them how you 
have been giving out false information to your 
membership [the people who elected you] and 
apologize to all four persons named in the peti-
tion." 
An impeachment petition with over 400 
signatures is currently circulating the Douglas 
College campus for the removal of student 
president Jaimie McEvoy, DCSS executives Christa 
Peters and Amanda Wheeler, as well as UT Rep 
Paul Rosha. Among the' reasons given in the 
petition for the impeachment are "the& by 
executives reponed; firing of the business manager 
for reponing the the&; failure to follow bylaws of 
the society; spending approximately $8000 of 
student fees on CFS conferences before the 
students had a right to vote as to becoming 
members of the Canadian Federation of Students; 
holding a representative orientation under fulse 
pretence." The members of the DCSS who are 
fingered for impeachment are going from class-
room to classroom telling the students of Douglas 
College that the reasons for the impeachment are 
all lies. They are also pressuring Chang to suppott 
their position. 
Chang came down to talk to tht Oth~r Prm a 
couple of days after receiving the letter. He said, 
"The reason I carne forward with this letter is 
because it is a direct threat on me and I don't 
appreciate people telling me, 'you have to do this 
you have to do that'.' I believe the only people I 
have to answer to are the students. Students need to 
know about this. I don't believe that we should just 
hush it up even though people say this is not that 
much money. This is $6000 of your money, my 
money and someone else's money. They work for it. 
"I made one promise to my campus [David 
Lam]. My campaign slogan was 'Promises aren't 
real unless they're kept.' I remember when I was 
making my speech. People always make all these 
promises. My only promise was I would tell the 
,truth and nothing would be hidden." 
' He believes that he is the only person to receive 
this letter, but that other people have been 
threatened in other ways. 
Chang says Houlihan was fired because, "She did 
what she thought was right for the students and 
they [the DCSS] thought that was crap.'' 
Houlihan was fired by the DCSS after she 
reponed thousands of dollars in financial irregulari-
ties, which took piace while Houlihan was away for 
three weeks in the fall of 1997. Upon her return, 
Hpulihan contacted the New Westminster city 
police, the Douglas College Student Society and 
the Douglas College Board. 
The last time Chang spoke to Houlihan was the 
Thursday before she was fired. He says, "She was 
really worried and under constant suain." Chang 
.believes what Houlihan did was right. First, she 
went to the police and then she went to the college. 
Chang said, "Merrilyn went to the police first 
because $6000 is gone. Anybody coulq have taken 
it., 
This is the first time Chang has been threatened 
to be sued. Chang states, ''I'm a first-year student 
fresh out of high school, I'm truly thankful for the 
people that elected me. To be sent this warning .. .I 
don't appreciate people threatening me." 
Chang went to the meeting at which Houlihan 
was fired thinking that it was going to be an 
orientation meeting-bur it turned out it was a 
meeting to decide Houlihan's fate. "There was no 
forewarning ofMerrilyn's firing on the agenda. For 
four hours, the DCSS was giving their side of the 
argument to fire Merrilyn. Merrilyn was not even 
at the meeting and the people at the meeting did 
not hear Merrilyn's side of it." Chang says the 
reasons given for firing Houlihan were question-
able. "There was no clear evidence. Jaimie said 
nothing, just rhetoric." 
Chang also questions the manner in which the 
meeting was conducted. 'The rules of protocol to 
fire Merrilyn were not proper. We asked for a stay 
for just one week so that people could actually 
think about it. There was a majority vote to cancel 
it. We didr..'t stay to think about it, That's why I 
was disappointed. I just wanted one week to think 
about it. " 
The Otha Pms has requested a copy of the 
motion to fire Houlihan, but the motion has not 
yet come forth. 
Chang said, "For 
the motion being 
read out, I 
remember it was so 
quick. Elliot [Fox-
Povey] said it and 
Amanda [Wheeler] 
set the question 
[that goes to vote]. 
I remember the 
Athletic Reps asked 
what the question 
was. They ques- Massiano Chang 
tioned the vote." In 
the end the vote was held, and Houlihan was sent 
packing. 
Chang said "People voted just to get through it. 
You have been through four hours of pure talk the 
day before and then you come back; you just don't 
want to hear about it. Maybe [Houlihan] didn't 
follow the proper channels of communication but, 
morally, I believe what they did was wrong." Chang 
voted not to fire Merrilyn. · 
The two DCSS executives have threatened 
Chang with legal ~ction for his noncompliance 
with their position. But Chang says he's just 
representing his constituents to the best of his 
ability. "If he [DCSS President Jaimie McEvoy] is 
willing to sue every single student I'm okay with 
that. If he wants to sue the whole student popula-
tion go ahead, I really mean it. I'm not doing this 
because I have a personal vendetta against Jaimie. I 
have nothing against him. I just don't think he is 
doing this right.'' 
There are allegations by Christa Peters that the 
people behind the petition want to get rid of these 
members because they pro-CFS, but Chang 
remains doubtful. "I don't believe that. I have no 
stance on the CFS. If the CFS comes back to 
Douglas College that is up for the student body to 
decide. Just because four people aren't here any 
more doesn't mean the CFS won't get voted in. The 
referendum is not a vote by four people. It's up to 
the ten thousand students to decide. It is up to the 
students to vote." 
Chang says that students have a right to know 
what's happening in the DCSS. And he believes 
that Houlihan's firing was made too hastily. "I 
believe Merrilyn should be reinstated. I believe 
Merrilyn should have had a fair trial. We should hear 
both sides of the story." ~ 
Jim Chliboyko 
"Now it is time to re~pond ~o the allegations 
being made," states the letter penned by 
Amanda Wheeler, Paul Rosha, Christa Peters 
and Jaimie McEvoy. Calling the 12 reasons 
(which were outlined in last week's Other Press) 
behind the impeachment petition "lies" that 
are "legally questionable," the four have been 
actively campaigning to clear their own names 
from what they are calling a witch hunt. 
"One woman asked that if she signed the 
impeachment petition, would that have any 
effe~r on the people," says DCSS president 
Jaimie McEvoy of the impeachment attempt. 
"She was told that signing the petition was the 
only way to get the other side of the story." 
All four have been visiting classrooms 
around the college to address the charges, and 
to plead their side of the argument to the 
student body. Part of the drive involves a 
campaign to have students who have signed 
the impeachment petition remove their names 
from the list. 
McEvoy estimates that he has 100 signa-
tures already, though there are several counter-
impeachme~t sheets circulating amongst the 
college community. "The signatures are 
coming in easily," says McEvoy. 
The counter-impeachment petition, entitled 
'Petition against political ditty tricks and for 
real work on student issues,' calls for "an end 
to the impeachment campaign and any other 
attack on their reputations"; it also asks for 
"our student leaders to act in a responsible 
manner and to spend their rime working for 
our interests." 
One of the things the counter-impeachment 
is attempting to do is to "get some of our 
positive shi& back on track,'' says McEvoy. 
The counter-impeachment emphasizes 
some of that "positive track," demanding that 
"we call on the representative committee to 
dedicate their energies not on political 
infighting but on the issues that affect us, 
issues like the costs of education, tuition, 
student debt and child care." 
Among other points of information, the 
letter directly addresses the firing of business 
manager Merrilyn Houlihan. According to the 
letter, "The Rep Committee voted, democrati-
cally, to dismiss the business manager for not 
following the proper lines of communication. 
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Letters 
Facts vs. opinions 
Upon reading the headline "Fired for 
blowing the whistle" in your February 
4th issue, I was dismayed ro see that, in 
the opinion section of the Other Press at 
least, accusation is more effective than 
evidence. In wondering how well their 
Student Society is working, I hate to 
think of the number of students who 
read this headline, or the accusatory 
anicle that follows it, and swallow the 
strong claims without demanding much 
evidential support; allowing them to 
somehow seem to represent reasonable 
conclusions, though without any 
reasonable evidence. 
There are presently several female 
instructors from the Linguistics 
Department with long histories of 
serious sexual misconduct at the college. 
While there is absolutdy nothing behind 
this claim (I made it up, depanment and 
all) it would stand a very good chance of 
maturing to live the full life of a 'scandal' 
if it was: 1) interesting enough ro be 
repeated by several people through the 
college; 2) was made to seem real by an 
actual investigation into the actions of 
one instructor; 3) made all the more 
suspect (and juicy) by some kind of 
confidentiality; and (this is the one to 
note) 4) politically advantageous to 
some person or some group to fan the 
accusatory flames. 
In my eyes (and foundational to a 
liberal rliere is a burden of 
opinions @op. do ucla s. be. ca 
proof required to move any accusation 
in the direction of truth. Without taking 
on the dozens of accusations made in 
these past weeks (rumours, letters, and 
even a petition making claims varying 
from misleading to completely wild}, I 
will address a few points which are 
particularly relevant to my role as 
Speaker for the DCSS Representative 
Committee. Being Speaker essentially 
means that after being decred to the 
Student Society Representative Commit-
tee, I have been decred by my fellow 
representatives ro chair their meetings, 
ensuring that the decisions made there 
are made properly (by the majority, ere.). 
In a memo distributed by the previous 
Business Manager of the Society, was a 
claim, since reprinted in the Other Press, 
implying that all current DCSS 
executives have, at one rime or another, 
signed the seemingly improper cheques: 
" ... these cheques have all at one time or 
another been signed by one of the 
existing executive members." This 
statement has had powerful implications 
by widening the seeming impropriety to 
include every executive member. 1b.is is 
the scope of 'scandal' that nearly stopped 
any of Student Society's money coming 
forth from the College to the Student 
Society, and which has supported the 
idea of the 'deeply corrupt' environment 
the Business Manager was dealing with. 
1b.is statement is misleading in the 
extreme, and the scope of implication is 
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simply false. It shows itself to be false 
most easily because, as Society Speaker, I 
hold an executive position in the society, 
and I have nor (indeed do nor even have 
that authority) signed any Student 
Society cheque of any son. While the 
special audit is still ongoing. there is 
reason to think I was not the only one 
who did not even mistakenly sign a 
possibly bad cheque. · 
Consider, without evidence, the worst 
accusations of widespread thievery are 
completely true. If all sorts of people on 
the executive of the representative 
committee had signed improper cheques 
(the evidence of that has nor come 
forth), the 'automatic' implication is that 
the signers were, of course, cashing in. 
Bur there is no reason to think so. Since 
when has signing a cheque which one 
may have every good reason to believe is 
just a regular, valid cheque, when one's 
job including signing such cheques, been 
worth the accusation of stealing? The 
teller who cashes, a bunk cheque which 
he has reason to believe is valid is no less 
sinister. 
Any- accusations claiming that any 
single representative, or even a handful 
made the decision ro dismiss the 
Society's business manager cannot 
contain any truth. Every student society 
decision of any real size is made by the 
entire committee. Executives have 
meetings-where they discuss how to best 
do their jobs (e.g. reach our to the 
membership, have effective meetings, 
run the building) bur no group, 
executive or otherwise, made the 
decision to rake action on the business 
manager's role in dealing with financial 
irregularities. The 'executive' cannot, 
does not, and did not make any such 
decisions. The representative committee . 
as a whole does, and these decisions are 
made through at least an agreeing 
majority. Rarely do all representatives 
agree, bur the decisions are still made 
and upheld. 
As far as I can see, the most effictive 
way for those who disagree with a 
democratically made decision with 
which they personally disagree, is to prey 
on the average DC student's lack of 
interest and therefore information about 
what is happening in the running of 
their Society, i.e. to smear, to misinform, 
and thereby disrupt the effectiveness of 
the rest of the committee. The amount 
of student-positive energy forcibly 
redirected into replying to blatantly 
untrue accusations, is a massive loss for 
students at this college. 
I understand that people want answers 
to the wide and wild scandal they are 
being told exists, bur why is there such 
an attack on the calm notion of relying 
on a special audit (which has been 
insisted upon by the Society's President) 
and police investigation which is 
underway, for responsible and timdy 
The Other 
Press is Hiring! 
"The Other Press is now accepting resumes for 
position of bookkeeper," says Other Publications 
Board Chair Monique Tamminga. 
The position, which will occupy 15 hours a week 
of the lucky candidate's time, is open to all Douglas 
students. 
"We are looking for someone with experience in 
payroll remittances, receivables and payables, audits 
and internal controls. Applicants must be bondable 
and reliable and have excellent communication skills. 
"You can submit' your resumes to the Other 
Publications Board in room I 020," says Tamminga. 
Houli-gate: McEvoy speaks 
Continued from cover 
executive had already spoken to the 
manager and told her that if 
financial improprieties were found 
them to the executive or the 
In this case the business manager 
to the college administration 
disobeying a directive of her 
<nn<"rvii<nr and placing the DCSS' 
3.UIUnUIIClV as Well as the autonomy Of 
other student union in the 
in jeopardy. What organization 
fire an employee for actions 
jeopardized its very existence?" 
As well, the letter mentions the 
m<"<"tll1o< during whfch the DCSS voted 
fire Houlihan. The meetings, which 
were apparently supposed to be a 
representative orientation, were "not 
held under false pretences .... It is 
extremely unfonunate that these issues 
arose at the same time, but we felt we 
had some important decisions that had 
to be made. " 
As to the charges of sending DCSS 
members to Canadian Federation of 
Students (CFS) conferences, the letter 
states that it is common practice for 
nonmember student societies to send 
people to conferences to become aware 
of the issues and operations of the 
federation. 
McEvoy does admit to mistakes being 
made, but asks the student body to 
"impeach us for wharwe have done, not 
what we haven't." 
McEvoy does claim that the DCSS 
isn't adverse to the circumspection that's 
focused on them since the controversy 
erupted, though. "It is fair to ask how 
we've handled everything," he says. 
The student society president does 
feel confident that the controversy will 
help the DCSS in the end. "We're trying 
to translate this into getting more 
Students involved," says the president, 
hopefully. 
Lawyers to the Left, Lawyers to the right 
A DougL1s College Houli-g.Hc lirig,Hory inventory 
The fallout from the missing money and Houli-gate "scandal" promises to 
make local legal eagles a few dollars richer. 
The following is a primer on some of the lawsuits pending. 
1. One lawyer is representing dismissed office manager Merrilyn Houlihan. 
The lawyer will not comment on pending legal action. "I already gave you my 
answer," she says, irritably, after saying "no comment." She does answer her 
own phone, though. 
2. One lawyer is representing the five representatives and one student 
responsible for initiating or being involved with the impeachment proceedings, 
says Kelli Semple, one of the five. The lawyer is in place largely "for defensive 
purposes," says Semple. 
3. One lawyer is working on behalf of Christa Peters, Amanda Wheeler, and 
Jaimie McEvoy, "dealing specifically with defamation,'' according to McEvoy. 
4. One lawyer is representing UT Rep Paul RDsha, against the charges laid 
out in the impeachment document. 
Bigwigs answer to Day of Action 
(CUP) -Unable to 
- -'"'"u'"last week's National Day of 
- nLILiuJ.J. politicians and bankers are 
the heat and reaffirming promises 
relief in the near future for debt-
students. 
While Liberal lips are tightly sealed as 
whether or not Canadians can expect 
grant system any tjme soon, fingers are 
to the upcoming budget for the 
"We can expect something to be 
need shonly," a spokesperson for 
Minister Jean Chretien said. "I 
confirm anything about grants. I 
have no idea what they've put 
the budget." 
After the January 28 national protest 
organized by the Canadian Federation of 
~n•aentl>-caJJJne: for a national system 
grants, funding restoration and a 
fee freeze, Chretien confirmed in 
press conference that financial help for 
students is on the way. 
But if the Prime Minister is planning 
· put a large share of his budget eggs in 
Millennium Scholarship Fund 
he'd better think again, according 
the federation. 
The CFS has already presented a brief 
the Prime Minister's Office 
the much-plugged fund announced 
last October just isn't enough to deal 
with the rising student debt crisis. 
When the government first an-
nounced the fund, set to kick off in 
2000, $1-billion was promised for 
distribution to low to moderate income 
students with high marks. Since then, 
the dollar figure has swelled to as high as 
$3-billion in media repons, but until the 
budget surfaces in a few weeks, the exact 
figure and specific criteria remain 
unknown. 
"You'll see that in the budget," finance 
ministry spokesperson Anne Seguin said 
of the national grant option and funding 
restoration. '~t this point we can't 
speculate. The Prjme Ministe; knows the 
details but he wants it to be a surprise 
for the budget." 
Another possibility for the upcoming 
budget is the introduction of grants to 
help students pay off their loans once 
they've graduated. These repayment 
grants have been identified by members 
of the post-secondary education sector as 
particularly important during the 
transition years-the first three to five 
years after graduation when high debt 
loads are ofren coupled with insecure 
income. 
Libby Davies, New Democratic Party 
critic for post-secondary education, says 
the much-awaited secret weapon in the 
upcoming budget better be substantial. 
"This is a very critical time to keep 
up the momentum and pressure," she 
said of the demands expressed by 
students on the Day of Action. "And 
they've certainly felt the sustained 
pressure." 
On the Day of Action, Alexa 
McDonough, leader of the federal NDP, 
announced her party's commitment to 
creating a completely accessible 
education system through the gradual 
abolition of up-front user fees for post-
secondary education. 
McDonough pointed to 27 advanced 
countries in the world that have tuition-
free universities, and asked why Canada 
is not one of them. 
Even Conservative Ontario Premier 
Mike Harris said he supported the 
national day of protest. Taking the 
national scope of the day literally, a 
spokesperson fqr the premier says the 
Ontario government is supponive of the 
students. 
"The premier thought the protest was 
good because it raised awareness of the 
lack of federal support," spokesperson 
Wallace Pidgeon said about the 
thousands of protesting students across 
Ontario, including a number who 
targeted Harris' own constituency office. 
"We've been handcuffed by the federal 
government," he-added about the 
Liberals' cuts in transfer payments and 
tudents could end up footing bill 
or crumbling U of S buildings 
and is now being disman-
Approximately 4,000 students were 
by the closure. University 
say students were never in any 
danger in the building. 
"The students were not lefr in a 
unsafe situation," Paul June!, 
is in charge of facilities at U of S, 
"I don't want to leave the [impres-
that if you come to the University 
Saskatchewan a building will fall 
on you." 
The campus's convocation hall has 
also been condemned, and another 
building has been deemed unsafe for 
certain chemistry experimen,ts because of 
poor air movement. 
It is esdmated that the total cost for 
infrastructure rebuilding and repairs on 
the campus could be as high as $90-
million. 
The provincial government currently 
budgets $10-million annually for 
university capital costs. The U of S 
receives the bulk of that money, 
approximately $7.3-million. 
It doesn't look, however, like the 
university will get any immediate relief. 
from the provincial government. 
Ken Alecxe, associate deputy minister 
of post-secondary education, says while 
the government recognizes the serious-
ness of U of S's problem, it just doesn't 
have the money right now to fix it. · 
"What we're looking at is if there's 
some way of meeting that need in the 
future, " he said. "There are many 
priorities that cost more than what we 
have." 
University officials say as a last resort, 
they may have to turn to students to 
raise the necessary funds. In late January, 
Tony Whitworth, a vice president at the 
U ofS, put forward the possibility of 
introducing a temporary annual student 
building levy of approximately $250 to 
come up with the money. 
"It was an idea that was put out at the 
time and.it's still a possibility," he said. 
Whitwonh adds, however, that the 
school would not turn to the levy unless 
the money couldn't be raised through 
the provincial or federal governments or 
the private sector. 
Still, the suggestion has raised 
concerns among students. Natasha 
Stinka, president of the U of S student 
union, says students shouldn't be lefr 
holding the repair bill when it is the 
province that is responsible for paying it. 
"I don't think it's the best solution for 
the problem," she said. "It's not students' 
responsibility to pay for a provincial 
problem." 
U of S physical education classes have 
been moved to an off-campus facility. 
But students have been lefr without any 
recreational facilities on campus since 
the physical education building was 
condemned. 
stalling tactics around the implementa-
tion of a harmonized income-related 
loans repayment scheme. 
"It is a student-friendly premier," 
added Pidgeon. 
As the only province in the country left 
pushing for such a loan repayment 
scheme, Ontario students on the streets 
last week demanded that the government 
abandon its plan to implement the 
unpopular student-aid model by next fall, 
in addition to the national demands. 
"For Mike Harris to dance around the 
issue, he's ignoring the truth," Jennifer 
Story, national deputy chairperson of the 
federation, said. "He's shifting the 
blame." 
Even the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce, the site of a overnight sit-in 
during the Toronto protest, has given up 
on Harris' student aid plan. 
CIBC's senior manager of corporate 
communications Wally Hill says the 
bank no long~r supports an income-
based loan repayment plan. The bank 
would rather see a grants system, 
income-based loan remission and debt 
relief as attractive ways to tackle student 
debt. 
"CIBC didn't get into student loans to 
make money. CIBC got into student 
loans to build good relationships for the 
future," Hill said, explaining why the 
income-contingency proposals put forth 
by the provincial Tories aren't a good 
idea. 
"We're not proponents of spreading 
out unreasonably high debt payments 
over a 20-year period, " he said. "Debt 
levels need to be brought down." 
Ontario's isolation on the income-
contingent loan issue was driven home 
at a major post-secondary education 
stakeholders meeting last November, 
attended by students, teachers, univer-
sity administrators, politicians and 
bankers. There was broad consensus at 
the meeting that such income contin-
gent loan programs were no longer a 
viable policy option. 
Newfoundland loans 
open to bank 
competition 
Denise Rideout 
ST. JOHN'S (CUP)- Recent changes 
to Newfoundland's student loans 
legislation means students will soon be 
able to process their provincial loans at 
the bank of their choice. 
The government has decided to allow 
banks other than the Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce to participate in the 
provincial student loan market. 
The CIBC had been the exclusive 
provider of provincial loans in 
Newfoundland since 1994. While 
students could go to any bank to 
process the federal portion of their 
loans, they were required to deal with 
CIBC for the provincial portion. 
Hayward Hartis, director of student 
aid in the province, says the Depart-
ment of Education has invited a 
number of commercial banks in the 
province to become involved with 
student loans. 
Harris says the opening up of 
provincial loans is important, especially 
in light of the possibility of a harmo-
nized loan system. 
Ott~wa and the provinces have, for a 
number of years, been negotiating a 
plan to harmonize their student loan 
systems. Under such an arrangement, 
both levels of government would 
continue to cost-share loans as they do 
now, but students would be able to get 
the money from a single administrative 
source. 
Canada Student Loans officials say 
harmonization could happen within 
two or three years. 
"If we are going to harmonize to 
have a single product, then one of the 
things we would need, of course, is to 
have an arrangement with other banks 
like the federal government does," 
Harris said. 
Dale Kirby, chair of the provincial 
component of the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students, says opening up 
provincial loans is good for students. 
"You don't have to be filling out two 
different forms or going from bank to 
bank or going to a bank where you 
don't have an account," he said. 
Despite the fact that other banks 
can now get involved with provincial 
loans, CIBC representatives say it 
doesn't necessarily mean the bank is 
pulling out of Newfoundland. 
CIBC's contract with the New-
foundland government does not expire 
until next year. Bank spokesperson 
Peter McCreath says he is unsure of 
what CIBC will be doing with regards 
to provincial student loans afrer that. 
Last summer the bank pulled out of 
Nova Scotia's student loan program, 
saying the current system lefr students 
with unmanageable debt loads and was 
no longer viable. 
McCreath says CIBC is glad that 
other banks have been invited to 
become involved. 
"We will welcome other banks into 
the student loan business," he said. 
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answers? Why is there such willingness 
to pursue instead this mad hunt based 
on accusation, hunch and vindictive 
rumour? To draw an overused but 
uncomfortably appropriate parallel, 
America's infamous House Committee 
on Un-American Activities (best known 
for its high profile attacks on American 
people who were supposedly 'commu-
nists'), literally ruined the lives ·of 
hundreds of innocent people because 
accusation bred unshakable suspicion 
and was accepted by many as outright 
truth. The reputations and aspirations of 
a number of the most dedicated, 
talented, and hard-working student 
leaders of this college are at stake. I just 
hope the pafsionare and bloody 
execution waits long enough ro hear the 
dull anticlimax of clear judgment. 
Elliot Fox-Povey 
DCSS Theatre Representative & 
Committee Speaker 
Where were you on 
the night of .•• ? 
Being a concerned student, I'm wonder-
ing what's going on. I'm hearing all these 
allegations about rhe executives of our 
infamous DCSS, and yet it seems they 
don't care! With the ongoing impeach-
ment petition going around, I'm ' 
wondering what's more important: Our 
DCSS or a protest. It seems that rhe 
DCSS is faltering and going down fast. 
Why aren't these people, in rhe above 
picture [front page photo Vol. 22 Issue 
16] doing anything positive ro fix rhe 
"DCSS MESS." As a student ir shows 
that rhe people that I have elected are 
nor doing their elected jobs. They are off 
gallivanting around Vancouver protest-
ing when there are way more important 
issues at hand about our society. If 
anything this has taken all my confi-
dence, that I may have had for the 
executives, away. 
Also one more issue at hand. I am 
hearing two sides of one story. I want to 
know what the hell is right or wrong. If 
the executives mentioned on the 
impeachment petition are working on 
rhe idea that they are absolutely not in 
the wrong, then why don't they agree ro 
the damn Special General Meeting that 
is requested. By them nor wanting this 
meeting ro happen it shows me that the 
allegations I am hearing are absolutely 
true. The mentioned executives seem 
scared. Come our from behind closed 
doors and prove yourself to me and 
fellow students. If not, then I don't what 
the hell to do or think. 
Keith Cowie 
What have we been 
smoking? 
I have just finished reading the article 
''THC report makes an impact." In this 
article you mention "entrepreneurial and 
employment progr.nns may be offered." 
This is not true since there currently is 
such a program. The directions program 
is an entrepreneurial and employment 
program run through Centre 2000 and 
funded by HROC; we have been at 
THC since October. 
Marie E. Wallden 
Program Assistant 
Directions program, 
Centre 2000 
Thomas Haney Centre 
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DCSS office hit by thieves 
a 
If you can bench press 4 SO pounds, New Westminster police want to know 
where you were on the weekend of January 23-25 . 
The Douglas College student society building was hit by thieves on Sunday, 
January 25, and again sometime during Monday, January 26. 
Taken on Sunday was about $3000 worth of computer equipment from the 
new DCSS office, on the second floor of the new DCSS building. One 
computer and one colour printer that had yet to be hooked up were taken. "I 
got an adapter, and no printer," sobbed Rick the office mensch, looking very 
disappointed. 
But it was the second theft which has everyone really stymied. 
The change machine ftom the games room right next door to the burglarized 
office was ripped ftom the wall sometime on Monday, badly damaging the wall's 
plaster. An estimated $1500 was inside the $4500 machine. Altogether, machine 
and change weighed approximately 450 pounds. 
The new building's cafeteria was also targeted, but the jimmied drawers 
offered no booty, according to the DCSS. 
Another salient derail: there was no sign of forced entry to the building irsel£ 
••• At a glance, it appears to be a large, red brick 
building, made largely of concrete •.• 
Douglas College students injured on 8th 
Three Douglas College students were injured while crossing 8th Street on 
their way from the College. · 
The accident, on January 20, took place when three young women were 
crossing the street ro the Subway across from Douglas College. Witnesses say 
that a fire truck, which was about to turn right ftom Agnes Street, stopped to 
let the women cross the street when a yellow car struck all three girls. The car 
was going about 30 or 40 krn/h. 
One of the victims was hit head-on and flew 5 to 10 feet in the air, 
screaming loudly. The impact was enough to knock her our of one shoe, 
which rolled down the hill. 
Witnesses said it was raining and the driver could not stop his car in time. 
Two other women were hit as well, but not as badly. Luckily, the fire truck was 
there at the scene and the firemen were able to respond immediately. The 
driver seemed shaken about the accident. The police arrived shortly thereafter; 
so far, no charges have been filed. 
Are you stuck between a rock and a 
hard place? 
Got a tough decision to make? 
Has the light at the end of the tunnel 
been turned off? 
We want to pray for you!!! 
Yup, we want to pray for you. 
Leave a message -
978-9773 pager 
Sponsored by Douglas College Campus Crusade for Christ 
4 February 11, 1998 The Other Press 
ME ale@op.douc~s.bc. ea 
Steve Earle @ the Rage 
March -11, 1998 
Less than two years 
after his Last snow at 
the Ragehthe. rawest and 
most aut e(ltlc country 
performer smce the 
original outlaws of the 
early seventies (Waylon 
Jennings, Willie Nerson, 
Kris Knstofferson, etc.) 
r~turr}S: Thjs is an over-
s1mpllticat1on. · 
Steve hit the scene in the early eighties 
and. was lumped in with Randy Travis 
and Dwight Yoakam as one of the new 
wave of traditional singer/songwriters to 
come out of Nashville. Earle has always 
tried to distance himself from industry 
and media attempts to lump him in with 
OPinion 
Tom Laws 
We have Halloween for 
the dead, Christmas for 
the kiddies, but, damn-it 
nothing fqr the __ perverts 
ot our soc1et~ Well, 
okay, maybe 'Christmas. 
Fear not, for here comes 
St. Valentine's DaY,! St. 
Valentine was kino of 
the perverted Saint. 
Reverend Tom (who is 
available for spiritual 
guidance at 
submit~pp.douglas.bc.ca) 
has confirmed that way 
back in the old country, 
all the Saints used to 
Laugh and call him 
names. They never L~t 
poor V~Lentme, play m 
any Samt-Llke games. 
Probably because of his 
s1ssy name. 
The original holiday was meant to 
bring people together for love. Yeah, 
right. In the niheties, love has been 
replaced by sex. Cupid has now become 
obsolete. But who will not be sad to see 
him go? Aside from the disgusting sight 
of a bald guy running around with a 
diaper on, he made people fall in love. 
Bah, humbug. It's time for a new hero, 
a nineties kinda guy. Meet: "GropiusM 
the patron saint of"Gettin'-it-pn!" He'll 
bring two people together properly. 
Instead of shooting them with those 
linle sissy arrows with heans on them, 
the new wave and has succeeded 
admirably, but not exclusively because of 
his musical creativity. One thing that 
Nashville hates are druggies. They love 
drunks, but shove a needle in your arm 
or take a toke and faster than a Danny 
Gatton lick they'll turn you out on your 
ear. However, being shunned by the 
Nashville establishment has turned out 
to be a good thing for Steve Earle. Not 
being lumped in with the Big Hat 
country (Garth Brooks, et al.) has 
allowed Steve to grow as an anist and to 
find a fan base that is more interested in 
songwriting and performing than in his 
choice ofhatwear, or lack of it. 
Which brings me to the main point of 
this piece: the music! Earle's latest album 
opinions@op.dou&lu.bc.ea 
he's got hypodermic syringes full of 
aphrodisiacs to shoot at potential lovers. 
Chocolate for women, and air for men. 
But, then it's up to these people to 
practice safe sex, and that's where the 
whole holiday goes down the toilet. See, 
Valentine's Day is actually a huge 
conspiracy by the government (hereto-
fore to be referred to as "the govern-
mentM). The government' bought 99.9% 
of the shares in the condom industry. 
The other 0.1% is owned by pervertS 
like St. Valentine (who, according to 
Reverend Tom, would have been a pimp 
had he been alive today) or Mrs. Oaus 
who doesn't want to get "Dutch Flves 
DiseaseM while turning all those tricks up 
north. Thems ·a lot of condoms you 
know. 
But this is why Valentine's Day is 
allowed in the schools. Kids get all these 
little pieces of paper that they translate 
into people wanting them, and they go 
out and buy condoms, and the-govern-
ment makes lots-o-cash to influence our 
minds and corrupt our youth. It's sad 
really, because even now in college, lots 
of people still do this "new math." 
Especially men. If men get linle pieces 
of paper, it obviously means that the 
girls want to sleep with them. So, 
Valentine's Day (heretofore to be 
referred to as YO-Day) is also a day 
where we can reflect upon the past year 
of sexual frustration, and then try to 
make sure that history doesn't repeat 
itself in the new year. Would it not 
make more sense to save all that money 
from linle pieces of paper and ... rent a 
Fonnlcate by Adam Brooks 
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is 1997's El CoriZZIJn, and continues the 
strong resurgence his career has enjoyed 
since his release from prison two years 
ago (Earle did a shott stint in the can for 
heroin possession; he has been clean and 
sober since his release). One of the 
standout tracks is his collaboration with 
the Supersuckers-it reveals a more flat-
out rocking aspecno his music, 
something his contemporaries sorely 
lack. 
Country music is a much maligned 
form these days, but Steve Earle seems 
eminendy capable of redeeming it from 
its present ignominy. And he puts on 
one hell of a show too!! 
TJX @ licketmaster. (> 
EB 
gender-non-specific-pleasure-enhance-
ment-specialist-technician {love that PC) 
so that at least for one night (or ten 
minutes for men), this next year will not 
be quite as depressing as the last? 
So, in the true spirit of the holiday, 
the DCSS should open up something 
like they do the summer barbecue every 
year. They should open up a brothel 
and burlesque house for two or three 
days so the neighbourhood kids can see 
what Valentine's Day is really about. 
And what a great way to raise money 
for the school. Instead of using my 
tuition dollars for useless stuff like 
garbage can lids, they could use this new 
form of revenue. It could be "Sleep 
With Your Favourite DCSS Member 
Dal! The community would be so 
appreciative, they could give us a plaque, 
or a bagel, or a brand new set of 
matching His and Her Condoms!!! (on 
sale at Safeway for $4.99, page 123 in 
the coupon book.) 
So, no matter how many pieces of 
paper you got boys, you are still 
undesirable, except now you just look 
foolish carrying around two tons of 
paper. And women, keep on giving 
those things to your guys, inflate their 
egos, then crash them down in a fiery 
apocalyptic way on February 14. And to 
all the genders, no matter how many 
Valentines you get, no matter how many 
times you "get-it-on!M on February 14, 
you can be safe in the fact that Sue 
Johanson has got you licked .. .I mean 
she's beaten you all .. .I mean .. .forget it. (> 
Ask Reverend Tom 
Dear Reverend Tom: 
What is God's favourite food? 
Vegan Meister 
Dear Vegan: 
One of God's favourite foods is SPAM because it reminds him of Noah's ark. 
There's a linle bit of all God's creatures in each can of SPAM. Unlike Noah, 
who forgot the snails and slugs, God made sure that Hormel added the slugs to 
get that nice gelatinous guk around the edges. · 
Dear Reverend Tom: 
Does God use Windows '95? 
Linus Linux 
Dear Linux: 
No. According to ~ipture, however, way back when, God made an operating 
system and called it "Windows '95BC. When Lucifer staned up hell, it began 
as a srate-of-the-an reson destination, and was getting far more business than 
heaven. So, God sent down the OS for hell's new computers. Soon afte;, hell 
became chaotic. Nothing worked properly, and everything was incompatible 
with everything else. Thus we get the modem idea of hell. This situation was 
later re-incarnated by Bill Gates, a demonic offspring of Satan. · 
Dear Reverend Tom: 
Was God ever a banender? 
Drunken Sod 
Dear Sod: 
Yeah, but he got fired. He just couldn't get the pouring of a beer down. He 
would fill up the glass with mosdy foam. Strangely, however, the patrons loved 
him despite the relatively high amount of suds in the beer and fought vigorously 
for management to keep him on. But to no avail, as He was eventually fired for 
giving too much head. 
'BR!. T 1: S~ C.OLUt-1\6\A S 
Kf..~LACf..ME..NT 
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Evil of our Hearts NO-THANK-TOO 
Silence reigns, 
blackness rules. keep it to yourseff 
Happiness feigns, I'll stay right here creatures drool. 
stop taking over 
Black as night, doing as you please 
the spiders bite. 
Killers right, keep it all a secret 
to attack tonight. shhhhh! To yourseff 
.,. 
reality? You must know Slight of hand, 
darkened land. look in the mirror 
Evil's demand, you're welcome. 
- Good's last stand. 
By Shawn Plett Anonymous 
C I ass ifi eds advertising@op.douglas.bc.ca 
WANTED 
Shared accommodation-female 
preferred. 1 bedroom, furnished, 
close to Douglas and Royal Mall 
with access to phone or fax 
machine, cable included. $350 + 1/2 
deposit. Call Marta @ 526-3607 
Roommate Wanted: to 
share a bright, spacious, two-
bedroom apartment. Located in New 
Westminster, near 4th St and Agnes 
St. Close to transn: 2min walk to 
Columbia Sky Train and buses. VerY 
close to Douglas College (2 min 
walk). Laundry, furnished or 
unfurnished. Share the rest of the 
apartment with me: mature, female 
student (SFU), employed fill-time. A 
gay/lesbian positive household. A 
considerate, nonsmoking female 
roommate is preferred. Sorry, no 
pets. Available March 1st. Rent = 
$362. k50 + utils (approx $7.00/mo). 
For more info, call517-5516. 
· Hot college boy-GWM 
good-looking in shape athletic 
smooth/hairless very adventurous/ 
attractive. Seeking good looking jock 
types (bi , strait, curious) who are 
good-looking/in shape for clean safe 
fun! Mail the Other Press, attention 
Classifieds. 
----------------
Attractive, hot and sweaty 
Womyn's issue for International 
Womyn's Day. Don't need to be a 
womyn to submit an article. 
Deadline is Feb. 23. For more info 
ask at the Other Press for Gweny, or 
send articles with your name and 
number to the WOMYN's ISH c/o 
the Other Press, Am 1 020, New 
West., V3L 5B2, Fax: 525-3505, 
Email: submit@op.douglas.bc.ca . 
FoR SALE 
Computers custom built to your 
specifications with brand name, high 
quality components and software. 
Call Psycom at 951-3008. 
Two bikes $50 each, not 
mountain bikes. Call 525-6764. 
Electronic Typewriter with 
built in 3.5 disk drive. Must sell 
leaving country. $200 (obo) reg. 
$350. Call Shawn at 467-3574. 
Colour monitor, keyboard, 
new 28.8 internal modem (pc). All in 
excellent condition. 517-1414 
Looking for an excellent 
source of reliable transportation? 
Look no further ... 1980 Citation, looks 
good, excellent running condition, 
$500 firm. Call 443-9238 any time. 
Pleasure and Fun 
(quote) 
GOBDBSPKU 
HZBTPJDB . 
SKOTXSKW 
KUGOSKW 
' GU QU;.GOB MJK 
SPSK 
OTXSKWZUGP 
GUQ_U 
TKQKUG 
QUSKWSG. 
By Mary Little 
Tuesday evenings. Call872-8212. 
Vancouver Crisis Centre 
urgently needs volunteers to work 
on 24 hour distress lines. Those 
interested call 872-1811. 
Would you like to meet 
someone from around the world 
right here in Surrey or DeHa? Join 
the Host Program! No cost involved 
just call Chris at 597-02051bc. 216. 
SERVICES 
Word Processing: Professionally 
prepared: Essays, Thesis, Reports, 
P~ojects, Letters, Resumes, Tape 
transcriptions and budgeting. Ten 
years experience. Includes spell 
·checking, grammar, presentation 
and style. Call Kent at: (604) 421-
1035. 
IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH 
CONVERSATION. Fun & Friendly. 
Experienced: 2 years in Japan. 
Qualified: SFU Graduate & Certified 
in Tokyo. Private Lessons: learn 
pronunciation, writing skills, 
nuances, an enlarged English 
vocabulary - ESL & TEFL wnh 
customized classes: $20.00/hr. 
Group Lessons: 1-4 students; 2-3 
hour class, 2-4 days per week for 1 
month: $300.00. Close to the 22nd 
St Sky Train Station. Call Joe Pelech 
515-9703. Or Email: 
Asian Lesbian--QAL, can be very 
affectionate, playful, outrageous, 
likes nonconformity, being active 
and cute. Seeking other queer 
womyn (especially Asians) for some 
fun and dates, specifically a 
Valentine's Day date. Send reply to 
Classifieds c/o the Otf]er Press. 
- Joe@lightspeed.bc.ca. 
Room for rent in a private 
house on the 2nd floor in Coquitlam. 
Quiet, clean, furnished, laundry, 
garage, $300, 1/2 rent deposn, 
includes utilnies. Available 
December 9, 1997. Working 
student, single, nonsmoker, no pets. 
Call 945-Q398. 
Lone, light-skinned, literary 
lad languishes listlessly. Luxurious 
lodgings, long Lagonda, louses legs 
landed. Limp lifeless larrykins left 
looking. " Letter to 'Other'." 
Handsome, sincere, 
Canadian Caucasian professional 
man 30, seeks younger, honest and 
attractive Asian woman for life 
partner and marriage. Serious 
replies only. Write to Nickolas c/o 
The Other Press Classifieds. 
One near homeless (less 
than $8000/year income) student for 
an interview with one of our lovely 
and talented staff at the Other 
Press. Drop by room 1020 and ask 
for the features coordinator. 
• Submissions needed and 
wanted for the Other Press's special 
Douglas College psychiatric 
nursing grad 1999 committee is 
raising funds by selling 
entertainment books. Contains 
hundreds of 2 for 1 discounts on 
dining, shopping, movies, sports and 
more. $46.00 each, to order contact 
Tia at 540-7377. 
'87 Chevette, good body in & 
out, new brakes and tires, Air Cared, 
96km, looks good to. $1500 obo. 
Contact Aran 527-4035. 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Burnaby Volunteer Centre has 
volunteer opportunnies in many 
areas. Contact the Burnaby 
Volunteer Centre at 294-5533. 
Women volunteers needed 
for the Vancouver Rape Relief & 
Women's Shelter. Interested in 
volunteering for our: 24 hour crisis 
line, transition house for women and 
their children. Training sessions 
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Patient Mandarin tutor 
available. Able to communicate in 
English without mandarin accent 
and vice versa. Flexible rates. 
Contact Jonhson Tai atOP (room 
Kirin Special $5.95 
Set B $6.95 
1020) 525-3542 or home 521-3467. 
Parking. Two blocks from 
college. Gated underground parking 
available days/evenings. Jan after 6 
pm 524-5933. 
-:-------------
Are you stuck between a 
rock and a hard place? Got a tough 
call to make? Douglas College 
Campus Crusade for Christ 
sponsors a prayer ministry! Give us 
a call! pager 978-9773. 
Protect yourself against 
photo radar, for your free information 
package call Allan or Amy at 527-
4035. 
Research and thesis briefs . 
from the Information Assistance 
Group. Cut your study time in half. 
For more information call 583--0558. 
Infant care by ECE mom ft/pt 
days/evenings. Near Douglas 
College. Jan after 6 pm 524-5933. 
Resumes professionally 
prepared and laser printed. Two 
years experience, and not an 
unsatisfied customer yet! Can do 
last minute service, and even meet 
you at school! Please call 443-9238. 
Want to sing? An experien-
ced voice teacher has opening for 
students: beginner & intermediate. 
Good rates. Call Mary at 582-8427 
or email kmsiever@cnx.net . 
Reverend Tom waants you 
to wrtte him something (and make tt 
nasty). The reverend is available for 
all your spiritual guidance. Drop your 
inquiries off at room 1 020 or email 
'" . 
him at opinions@op.douglas.bc.ca . 
Career Assessments phone 
(604)536-4277, fax (604)~7133 
John Patterson B.Sc., M.A. '1f you don' 
know where you are going you may 
end up somewhere else'' Vocational 
testing will assess your "career self' 
(Interests, Needs, Ajjttudes and 
Personaltty) and give you directioo and 
information about educational 
programs. If you are planning to enter 
college or a training program 
assessment will benefrt you. Maximum 
fee is $160.00. 
=-~~------------Relax with Reiki by Stirling! 
Free Reiki sessions at Douglas 
College, and the New West Campus 
on Monday afternoon, to book 
appointments please call Dorothy 
Cross at 527-5038. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
It is time once again to be thinking 
about the DCSS student handbook. 
Anyone interested in participating in 
this project please call Darryl Flasch 
at 527-5109. I would like to get full 
representation from all student 
society members in the 98/99 
calendar! All talent is appreciated! · 
The Douglas College 
Student Society is a great hang out 
for students but it needs input from 
tts membership. I am looking for 
interested parties to help spruce up 
the Student Building. If you can paint 
murals or know of a keen way. to 
make the DCSS more fun and 
inviting, please call Darryl Flasch at 
527-5109. 
KIRIN USHI 
521-1833 
Main Menu 
Today's Special $4.95 
California Roll $2.95 
BC Rolls 
• Tekka (Tuna) Roll $2.00 
•Sake (Salmon) Roll $2.00 
Katsu Don $5.95 
Miso Ramen $5.25 
· 752 CoLUMBIA STREET 
NEW WESTMINSTER, BC 
Lunch 
Teriyaki Chicken 
with miso soup $5.75 
Basketball: 
Friday, February 6, the men's team took on the OUC Lakers in a game that, on paper, looked like a sure fire win. It 
wasn't-that's why they play the games. In a tough, hard fought battle the men fell 96-92 in OT. Mark Craven had a huge 
game for the Royals, dropping 35 points and grabbing 14 rebounds. Jon Fast also had a great game, finishing with 27 
points and 14 rebounds. Saturday, February 7, The UCFV Cascades swept into New West and ran into a wall. That wall 
was Jon Fast, and his 22 points and 10 rebounds lead Douglas to a 61-56 victory. Currently the Royals hold the sixth and 
final play-off spot, with a four point lead on the TWU Spartans, who they will take on at TWU in Langley on Friday at 
8pm. 
The women's team moved into sole possession of third place in the BCCAA with two wins over the weekend. Friday, 
February 6, the Royals destroyed the OUC Lakers 76-46, behind Carrie Rogers 19 points and 13 points from Stacy 
Reykdal. Saturday, February 7, the Royals again massacred their opponent, beating the UCFV Cascades 71-53. Stacy 
Reykdal dropped 21 points and grabbed 18 boards and Carrie Rogers finished with 17 points and 12 rebounds fo~ the 
Royals. The women are also in action Friday night in Langley against the TWU Spartans. Tip-off at 6 pm. 
Badmint9n! . 
The final tune up for the provincial championships was held at Douglas lase weekend. In the mixed doubles category 
Chantal Jobin and Mimitiaz Chaudry took first place. Men's doubles was very good to the Royals as Thinh Nguyen and 
Jimmy Mah defeated team-mates Thong Nguyen and Raymond Tsoi to give the Royals a first/second finish. In women's 
doubles Lisa Yeung and Yayoi Koshimura took third and Gwen Chua and Kayla Yip took fourth to give the Royals first 
place in the overall team category. The Royals are currently ranked number one in the province, with a 10.8 point lead over 
second place Capilano. Douglas also has the number one ranked mixed doubles team (Chantal Jobin and Mirnitiaz 
Chaudhry) and the number one and two ranked men's doubles teams Qimmy Mah/Thinh Nguyen and Raymond Tsoi/ 
Thong Nguyen) in the province. 
Upcoming Highlights: 
This Friday is the last home game for our Royals volleyball teams. The Royals will take on the TWU Spartans, with the 
women starting at 6 pm and the men at 8 pm. 
:~:: . ::~ 
:·~:: 
i 
This waakand 
Royals Volleyball 
Friday: 
Women: 
Men: 
TWU Spartans 
6:00 pm. 
8:00 pm. 
All games at the 
New VVest Gym 
Don•t miss it!! 
Outdoor Adventure 
Show Hits Van 
Mountain biking, ice climbing, backpacking and dog sledding. All of these outdoor 
sports will be featured at the Outdoor Adventure Sports Show, February 27, 28 and 
March 1 at BC Place. 
For those of us who prefer to ogle over the latest, high-tech outdoor sports ' 
equipment, over 200 exhibitors will be showing off their wares. Rock climbing, 
sea and white water kayaking and backpacking are just some of the sports that 
will have new equipment displayed. 
To experience these sports hands on, there will be a 30-ft. professional rock wall, 
a SO-ft. demonstratton pool (in which you can attempt to roll a kayak) , an ice 
climbing wall , in-line half pipe and mountain back track to test your skills. If you 
are a little too timid to actually try these activities, over 20 free seminars will be 
given from the top guides and outfitters in North America. 
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STUDENT 
Save up to 40% 'OFF 
• 
·: ::: :: ·=· '• 
:·· ::= ::: :: •• .::: .::: ::· :· t ·~: i: :~~ ~- i= 
•.•• •·. \ •••••. \ .\ ! . • :· 
Saturday, February 14 a:J 7:00 pm 
Purchase Canucks & Grizzlies tickets 
at any TicketMaster outlet by 
presenting your Student ID. _ 
Call899-RUSH for more 
info. 
To save even more rrtone~ and to get free game 
. . . . 
Whistler/Blackcomb, please call 899-7787 . 
... 'Ihi.s offer is cnly valid far ti.&ets m selected price~ cnly. Mlxim.m 4 ti.&ets per sb.d:nt- q.antities are limited. Offer cnly valid far ganes listed 
m this ad. Tickets can be purchased at any Ti.cketKlster cutlet. Please shcM prcper Student mat time of~- 'Ibis offer cannot be oc:oi:linsi with 
any other ticket offer. Tickets can be p.udlased \.P until 90 m:in.rt:es prior to· tip-off. Ticket prices i.nch.rle G9I' arrl are subject to Ti.dtet::M!Ister service 
dlarges. 
-
.. 
e-nsorship, d moe racy 
• 
Carroll & Barbara Hubert 
magine for a minute that all blue-eyed 
individuals were discovered to have some 
horrific flaw, a base trait at the core of their 
beings. A flaw which permeates them 
entirely, so repugnant to mainstream 
that our lawmakers, educators and decision-
feel compelled to eradicate any and all 
of these blue-eyed monsters from our 
literature and laws. 
Now imagine that you are gay, lesbian or 
.,"'""'~a.~. Do you see yourself reflected in our laws, 
terature or educational institutions? If the Citizens 
Fc~se:arch Institute and Surrey School Board have 
r way you never will. In their bid to ban same-
literature from Surrey classrooms, these rwo 
.., ..,r,r.c~n< are saying that gays, lesbians and 
• •sc:>:ua.•s (GLBs) are either too repugnant to 
•rKn,nwc<"nv~ or, more disturbing, that they 
exist at all. 
Censorship, in irs most basic form, threatens the 
•e~mc>er<mc foundations upon which our lives are 
On July 31, 1997, James Chamberlain, 
students, the author of AJha's Mums, and 
became Canada's ambassadors for free speech 
democracy by launching a landmark case with 
BC Supreme Court against the banning of 
books depicting same-sex couples. This 
..,~"''rr:mr venture will set precedents for all school 
in BC and across Canada. 
The question set before our Supreme Courts is 
Do local school boards have the authoriry 
statures created by our country's highest 
••orh.~ri•·i .. o The School Act says "It is the goal of a 
• e:mc>er:u1c sociery to ensure that all its members 
an education that enables them to become 
a,.,,<nn,~llv fulfilled and publicly useful... the 
of the British Columbia school system is to 
all learners to develop their individual 
• cJ<e.nua.c and to acquire the knowledge, skills and 
11UUtU1aes needed to contribute to a healthy, 
•e~mc>er<mc and pluralistic sociery .... " 
In April and May, 1997, the Surrey School 
passed motions stating that all administra-
teaching and counselling staff be informed 
resources from gay and lesbian groups such as 
Gay and Lesbian Educators (GALE) were not 
a,,orcJve:d for use or distribution in the Surrey 
District. 
In the meeting that followed, James Chamber-
n, a gay reacher working in the Surrey School 
strict; submirted three books depicting same-sex 
for use as part of a unit on families for 
and grade one students. His intention 
to demonstrate the diversiry of families within 
context of an "age appropriate theme." The 
AJha's Mums, Belinda's Bouquet and One 
Two Dads, Brown Dads, Blue Dads. 
• • 
"When someone with the authority of a teacher, say, 
describes the world and you are not in it, there is a moment 
of psychic disequilibrium, as if you looked into a mirror and 
saw nothing." ,... Adrienne Rich 
The trustees voted 4-2 for banning the books. 
While convincing arguments for approving the 
books were presented by GALE-BC, the BC Civil 
Liberties Association and parents from Mr. 
Chamberlain's classroom, no arguments were 
presented for banning the books. An argument for 
banning the books was pur forward by trustees at a 
subsequent meeting in an attempt to gain retroac-
tive support for their decision to ban the books. 
They voted to send home a survey to all parents of 
children in the district stating that the majoriry of 
trustees felt the books were inappropriate and asked 
parents "Do you agree with the use of materials 
such as books, videos and/or presentations from the 
Gay and Lesbian Educators of BC for classroom 
instruction for Kindergarten through Grade 7?" 
Outraged parents questioned the unnecessary 
costs of sending our the survey. They also felt the 
wording of the survey was biased, inaccurate and 
discriminatory. Shortly afrer, the District Parents 
Advisory Committee voted to urge trustees to 
rescind the survey. Even the BC Human Rights 
Commission declared the survey discriminatory as 
it singled our gays and lesbians as an identifiable 
group for discrimination. 
Afrer the BC Teachers' Federation released the 
results of an independent survey, conducted by 
Maclnryre and Mustel Reasearch, that showed 73% 
of parents in BC favour teaching tolerance of 
homosexualiry, the Surrey School Board, finally, 
was forced to rescind their survey. And in July 1997 
the first case in British Columbia's history chal-
lenging a school district's right to ban books was 
lodged. 
The case will be heard on June 29, 1998, by the 
BC Supreme Court. Original.estimates oflegal 
n 
expenses were in the range of $70,000 to $80,000, 
but because of the Surrey School Board's request to 
extend the trial, from rwo days asked for by the 
petitioners to nine days, the expenses for the 
plaintiffs has almost doubled to $120,000. BC 
teachers' associations and the BC Teachers' 
Federation (BCTF)-who at their last Annual 
General Meeting v~ted 65 5 to 10 for eliminating 
homophobia and heterosexism in BC puolic 
schools--donated $46,000 towards expected legal 
expenses. Plaintiffs have also raised money through 
personal donations, sellingT-shirrs and various 
fund-raising events. A GLB association located in 
Surrey will be holding a Valentine's dance at the 
Fleetwood Communiry Centre to raise additional 
funds. 
The trial will consist of affidavits-no witnesses 
will be heard in the court room. The arguments put 
forward by the plaintiffs will be that banning these 
books constitute discrimination based on sexual 
orientation which is contrary to the Charter of 
Human Rights (section 15) and contrary to 
freedom of expression. "The Surrey School Board 
doesn't have a leg to stand on" says Chamberlain, 
"Because their case is based on rwo weak argu-
ments-that the books are against parents' rights to 
teach their children morality and that the books are 
not age appropriate." 
If the case is successful and the book ban is 
overturned, it will set a precedent for all of BC's 
school boards. No longer will school board trustees 
be able to ban books depicting gay and lesbian 
parents. 
In the event that the court case doesn't succeed, 
Chamberlain plans to bring more books forward to 
be approved by the school board and will encour-
age parents to do the same. In the meantime, James 
Chamberlain cannot read books portraying same 
sex parents in his classroom because he fears that 
the Surrey school board will fire him if he does. At 
the school where Chamberlain teaches now, there 
have been no complaints about his reaching skills 
nor about his involvement in the court case. "I've 
only received positive support," he says. 
Unfortunately, other supporters of the bid to 
oppose book banning by the Surrey School Board 
have not had the positive encouragement that Mr. 
Chamberlain has had. Diane Wilcott, from the 
Surrey District Parents' Advisory Council, and 
founding member of Heterosexuals Exposing 
Paranoia-a group of Surrey mothers opposed to 
the book ban-was asked ro resign because she is 
one of the petitioners in the court case against the 
Surrey School Board. A small number of vocal 
parents accused Wilcotr of pushing a personal 
political agenda. When Diane resigned there was an 
uproar against her resignation. ''I'd like to tell you 
Continued page two 
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lillie the Wunderqweer 
For Liz F. who nro" gave a damn. 
Stuff 
First of all, writing this anicle has been a 
very difficult personal experience for me. 
I've realized that even though I've been 
out of the closet for years, I'm still 
dealing with a lot of internal and 
external issues about NOT BEING 
STRAlGHT. Then I realized how 
difficult it was to examine my experi-
ences about being queer, because it has 
been part of my lift and me. It's not 
something easily separated and dissected. 
Although homosexuality may not be 
considered the norm, it is NORMAL for 
me and a lot of other people. It is pan of 
who you ~· y~:mr identity and personal-
ity. Also, I need to state that this has 
been MY experience, and this is MY · 
story. Everyone has their own story, and.. 
this is just one. 
EarZg Life· 
When I was a little girl, I didn't fully 
realize that I wasn't straight. I was just 
me. I believed that the two females 
living next door were married, since they 
were rwo adults living together. My 
parents never gave me any indication 
that this was NOT the case, or even that 
this lesbian couple (which they were, as 
were some of my later neighbours) was 
odd in any way. They were just THERE. 
In kinderganen, I got into an argument 
with my classmates after another girl and 
I stated we wouldn't marry boys, but 
girls. I thought it was possible, and 
normal. 
But everyone else, it was assumed that 
I was heterosexual. All the messages I got 
from TV, movies, my friends and most 
of the people I knew led me to assume 
that I would grow up liking boys, dating 
boys, and perhaps marrying one and 
having children. Basically, our predomi-
nantly heterosexual culture overrode my 
earlier assumptions as to what was 
normal. So, like most girls my age, ·we 
discussed future husbands, our wed-
dings, and when we played house, one of 
us was the "dad.» 
I must state, though, that I was not a 
normal child. First of all, my parents 
(wisely) raised me with very few biases. I 
read a lot, I had "strange» ideas. I gained 
weight, and by grade three, I was the 
"fatn kid in the class. All this lead to my 
eventual social isolation, which, yes, 
does have something to do with "My 
Life as a Queer. n 
When I was 11, most girls were 
developing an interest in boys. Pop stars 
were cute, they began flirting and 
developing crushes on boys at school. I 
was very unpopular, fat and therefore, 
undesirable, so I tended to avoid giggly 
"cute boyn discussions. When other girls 
did ask me who I liked, I usually said 
"no one.n Mostly because the boys 
tormented or ignored me. Also, because 
they weren't really that interesting. Sure, 
some of them looked nice, or acted nice 
sometimes, but that was it. 
Around that period, I became aware 
of the insults "faggot, n "gay, n "les(bo), n 
etc. Since I was driven by a feeling that I 
should fit in, I used them and con-
formed to the idea that being called one 
of these things meant you were bad. So 
actually being one must be worse! I was 
developing hormones, and an interest in 
sex. Sex ed was intriguing, of course. For 
REAL information, though, I turned to 
the "dirry pans in books. My early sex 
experiences all occurred from 10 PM to 
2 AM, reading and fantasizing. As for 
anything involving someone else .... nada. 
When I was 12 or 13, something 
happened to my fantasies. Hormones? 
Puberty? Curiosity? I call it the 
Epiphany. Girls started becoming more 
and more a pan of my fantasies. Soon, 
my fantasies often were exclusively about 
girls. I was disturbed. Did this mean I 
liked ... girls ... in that way? I was ... a lesbo? 
I was ... even WEIRDER than now???? 
This shocked me. I tried to redirect my 
thoughts towards boys. Sure, they were 
great for a while. But the girls kept 
coming back! They wouldn't GO 
AWAY!!! 
After about a year, a I realized that 
Wh,(§) jg c=.¢·tfg@rirt~ sam=.¢·-s=.¢'" 
lit=.¢-ratur=.¢· irt $urr=.¢·~ 
Barbara Kinley-Hubert 
The most vocal opponents to literature 
depicting same-sex parents as part of 
diversity of families curriculum and the 
BC Federation ofTeachers' decision to 
promote tolerance of gays, lesbians and 
bisexuals (GLBs) are Kari Simpson ftom 
the Citizens Research Institute (CRI), 
Surrey School Board Trustee Robert 
Pickering, and Concerned Parents for 
Quality Education (CPQE). 
Who are these individuals and 
organizations so opposed to tolerance 
and equal rights for all citizens in BC? 
According to James Chamberlain, Surrey 
teacher, these individuals are "exactly 
what we are trying to rid the school 
system of, namely: threats, intimidation 
tactics, name-calling and violence ... 
[their) actions send very scary messages 
to children .. » 
Keri Simpson and the CRI have 
sparked so much controversy that she 
and her organization have taken to secret 
gatherings such as the CRI's private 
"pro-family, pro-democracy" rally held 
November 6, 1997, in Nanaimo. The 
meeting was a~ended by 800 individu-
als, mostly white, middle-class local 
residents. The rally was strictly control-
led by police and bodyguards, with 
admittance by private invitation only. 
Some of Keri Simpson's recorded 
public statements during her campaign 
against tolerance are the following: "the 
mood of the public regarding the NDP 
government is one of contempt, 
frustration and civil revolt ... is it the class 
of today which discusses the pros and 
cons of bestiality or the mutual joys of 
masturbation .... It's war. It's war on your 
rights ... too many of our public school 
liberals have sex on the brain ... the 
feminist agenda is not about equal rights 
for women. It's about a socialist, anti-
family political movement that encour-
ages women to leave their husbands, kill 
their children, practice witchcraft, 
destroy capitalism, and become 
C..~·rts(§)rsh,~ irt $urr:.~tj 
Continued from cover 
sure all students are represented, ·I've 
always believed we need to be treated 
equally .. . this motion [to remove DPAC 
directors) is a waste ofDPAC time and 
energy and serves no purpose. In this 
climate I am not allowed to represent all 
the students of Surrey. Therefore, I 
resign." One of the two parents who 
wanted Wilcott off the board, Nancy 
Yacoub, narrowly retained her seat 
because of an abstention vote. Nancy 
Yacoub and Brian Jeffrey are also a part 
of the organization, Parents for Quality 
Education, which has links to the 
Citizens Research Institute- one of the 
main opposers to admitting books 
depicting same-sex parents into Surrey 
schools. 
Diane Wilcott and another mother 
involved with Heterosexuals Exposing 
2 February 11 1998 The Pink Press 
Paranoia, Adrian Telford, have been 
nominated for an "Editor's 'choice» 
award from Xtra 'West news publication 
for their tremendous efforts in this 
unsavory affair. Also up for the "Hu- • 
manitarian of the Yearn award are James 
Chamberlain and Murray Warren, the 
two gay elementary teachers who 
originally introduced the three books 
into their classrooms. 
James Chamberlain is also active in 
the Gay and Lesbian Educators of BC, 
who are introducing three new resolu-
tions to the BC Teachers Federation 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) this 
spring. These resolutions deal with how 
to eliminate homophobia and heterosex-
ism in schools and how to accomplish 
zero tolerance of the harassment of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
lesbians.» 
Robert Pickering has made such 
public statements as "[the) BCTF is 
driven by the homosexual agenda,» and 
has even accused his o...fn church of 
having a "homosexual agenda.» 
During the June 7, 1997, Anti-Gay 
Rally held at Robson Square, CPQE 
member Nancy Yacoub became so 
enraged at counter-protesters attending 
the rally that she kicked one person and 
stomped on the foot of another. 
If you find this kind of fanatical 
politics disturbing there is something 
you can do about it. Take five minutes 
out of your day and call Keri Simpson 
on her personal voice mail number at 
the Christian Coalition ofBC, 514-
0lll. Let her know YOU DO NOT 
APPROVE of intimidation tactics, 
name-calling and violence. Tell these 
people that HATRED IS NOT A 
FAMILY VALUE! 
students in schools. "The push ftom the 
religious right to get their teachers to 
oppose these resolutions is evident from 
the fact that 19 out of 34 Surrey 
delegates elected to the AGM are 
Christian Fundamentalists,» Chamber-
lain said. "The religious right is already 
planning to protest resolutions outside 
oftheAGM.n 
In conclusion, it is important to note 
that all legal expenses incurred by the 
plaintiffs in this precedent-setting bid to 
challenge censorship within our schools 
are being funded privately, through 
donations and fundraising events. 
Meanwhile, those indjviduals seeking to 
retain the right to ban books are relying 
solely on your tax dollars to defend this 
violation of human rights. 
these girls were there to stay. I liked girls, 
and boys. But ... was something wrong 
with thar? I mean, wasn't killing babies 
or setting fire to nursing homes. k.d. 
lang and Svend Robinson were "gay,n 
and they were FAMOUS! They were just 
people. People like me, who were just a 
little different. Of course, I turned to 
books. This time, sex ed books. The 
books told me that homosexuality DID 
really exist, that it was how some people 
were. That people were even bisexual, 
liking both. That I wasn't some sort of 
horrible freak. 
~~:tlue·r Pt·@yle 
14 years old. I have a small group of 
friends, other "nerds» and outsiders. 
Since books had told me that I was OK, 
I believed that they, who liked me even 
though I was weird, would think I was 
OK. I decided to "come out.n So I did. 
To all of them. At once. In a high school 
hallway. At lunch hour. I look back, and 
have to laugh. I was obviously a rookie. 
They did not take it as well as I'd 
hoped. True, they did not chase me 
down the halls, tie me to a stake and 
brand "SEXUAL DEVIANr on my 
forehead. But they still couldn't really 
handle it. For them, homosexuals 
~RE k.d lang and Svend Robinson. 
They weren't that odd girl who you eat · 
lunch and discuss Star Trek with. My 
best friend looked at our close relation-
ship and wondered. My other female 
friends became paranoid that I want 
to have sex with THEM. It created a 
distance between us. A distance that 
contributed to the end of our friend-
ships. 
In a high school, "newsn of this 
"magnitude» spreads quick. I wasn't ju 
a fat nerd, I was "A FREAKY GAY fat 
nerd." A lot of girls acted as though I 
was going to molest them. A lot of gu 
started to make crude jokes. A lot of 
people started calling my "dyke, n "les, 
"freak, n "faggot" or any other name th 
thought fit. I felt alone, attacked, abu 
and alienated. And that was just the!\ 
My friends made some att~mpts to 
deal with it. Still, though, it was too 
much of a shock to their systems. One 
of them, possibly well-meaning, tried 
convince me that this was just a phase. 
Afrer all, since I hadn't ACfUALLY h 
sex with a female, how could I KNO 
that I would like it? I asked her how s 
knew that she would enjoy sex with a 
male. She was silent on that. The silen 
pretty much continued. No one knew 
what to really say to me. I didn't know 
what I needed to hear. 
By the end of the school year, I felt 
like I was some sort of freak, an oddi 
was still being name-called. My comin 
out, along with other factors, left me 
frien.dless. I looked forward, almost, t 
the summer of isolation ahead. 
• Fe~/Mil1rh ~3 l<eri Simpson made presentations of the 
harmful effect of dle C.A.R.E. program in BC Schools 
• ]4nU4ry '94 Robert Pickering moved to rescind a modoq to inst 
condom m~n<:s in ~adary schools 
• 19911'95 funding fur CAR.E. training was cut 
• May '95 public healfh nqrses were withdrawn £rom tea<:hing 
clli$$C$ about STD is$Ue$ln schools 
• ]4nU4ry %Robert Pidteting put foi'WlUd a motion which result· 
in the banning of the Planned Parenthood Association being 
as a resource in Surrey Schools 
• April '96 SET Trustees f~rced deletions from the Sexual Harass-
ment Polley including the word "flirtation" the phrue "a form o 
disaimination based on sexual orientation," and the sentence 
•any form of expte5$lon ofbw on the basi$ of~ or sexual 
Qnentation." y, 
• til ttl ]fltu '27 - sitiYe books 
e summer of isolation ahead. 
~-c~ni?.ir't~ <@1\,ag 
one, being queer was easier. It didn't 
ect my writing, my drawing, my 
ooks or walks in the sun. I started to 
ake other friends, friends who did not 
eern to care when I told them "straight 
p" that I, well, wasn't. They weren't as 
ose, especially geographically, and 
'dn't replace my friends from school, 
ut they were something. I thought a lot 
bout my sexuality that summer. I 
ealized that I was OK with me, but not 
'th other people's reactions. Other 
eople's reactions were based in the fact 
hat they did not really know or believe 
hat being queer was not a crime, or a 
rue! rrick. I decided rhat since the 
ople who reacred n~atively were 
bviously ignorant, I would do much 
tter without them. 
I also carne out to my mother, brother 
d sister. My sister was a little weirded 
ut, but she adjusted really quickly, and 
snow quite the advocate when people 
alk about her "weird sister" or horno-
exuals in general. My brother soon 
evealed to me that he thoughr that he 
'ghr not be srraighr either, and asked 
e what he should do. I felr helpless, 
icia Abramson 
rom a guirk for uacher's Assistants at the 
Univmity of California, &rkd~y 
, 1 ne of your primary rasks 
rC)" ', as a Teaching Assisranr 
\. • will be to esrablish a 
_ ' classroom environmenr 
1 t in which your srudenrs 
eel comfortable participating in the 
ducational process. The effective 
eacher is the one who can rnotivat~ 
tudenrs to play an active role in class 
'scussions, cornplere class assignments, 
onsult theTA or professor when 
learning problems occur and generally 
inspire srudenrs to rise to the intellectual 
allenges posed by the course work. 
ButTA's will be unable to complete 
these irnportanr rasks if they allow 
ornophobia to damage the educarional 
vironment and risk offending and 
alienaring lesbian and gay students. 
-l.c~r::s bJ it1ffs t1fi'd :($.-!1 gs 
iii' f3h.e· 6lt1ssr@@rf6 
If you think only a few srudenrs will be 
hurt by homophobic remarks and 
prejudice, think again. Researchers have 
repearedly found that about lOo/o of the 
population is lesbian or gay. This is 
inclusive of all segments of society, 
which means that at any given educa-
tional instirurion, there will be a 
significant number oflesbian and gay 
undergraduares. Ar UC Berkeley, a 
campus noted for the diversity of its 
studenr body, the number oflesbian and 
gay studenrs may even exceed this 
percenrage. 
Though lesbian and gay studenrs 
constiture a significant group on 
campus, they nonetheless encounrer 
prejudice and discrimination at school. 
A recenr survey of247lesbian and gay 
srudenrs rhroughour the UC system 
suggesrs thar homophobia and herem-
sexism are widespread among faculty, 
staff, and studenrs. Of all respondenrs, 
85o/o reported thar they encountered 
anti-lesbian/gay prejudice-homopho-
bic remarks and jokes-from fellow 
srudenrs, SOo/o from faculty and 5 So/o 
from staff. But anti-lesbian/gay prejudice 
is by no means confined to casual 
remarks or thoughtless jokes. This 
prejudice has, according to the survey, 
seeped inro the educarional process 
because I didn't know whar to do with 
me! My morn, said, at first, that ir was 
jusr a phase. I told her that ir WASN'T. 
She's accepted me, too, and mutters that 
my taste in women is better than my 
taste in men. My father, unfortunately, 
ignores the issue. 
lbacl\, t<@ th~· 19attl~· 
Or at leasr, that's how I felt. Moving 
schools was not an oprion: I wasn't 
going back inro the closet, and I believed 
that I'd probably get the same reaction 
everywhere else. This time, though, I 
wenr with my head held high, and a big 
dose of angry attirude. I answered back 
to some of rhe heckles, or ignored them 
all together. Once or twice, when a girl 
was exrrernely vocally homophobic 
towards me, I would "hir" on her to get 
a petty form of revenge. 
I didn't just get abuse, though. I 
found out that one or two kids admitted 
to respecting me. I also found a whole 
lot of questions. Since I was out, some 
kids treated me like an expert on 
sexuality. Some of the questions got a 
little too personal. Some of them, I 
couldn't answer. I usually told people to 
look it up. Once or twice, a closeted kid 
carne to me for advice. All I felt I could 
itself: 26o/o of the respondenrs reported 
that required reading marerials for their 
UC courses conrained anti-lesbian/gay 
biases. One respondenr found thar, 
"Sexuality class rextbooks group gays 
with paedophiles, rranssexuals, and 
bestiality." Other cornrnenrs on 
prejudice in course rexts included the 
following: ·:'Human sexuality class still 
has some books describing gays as 
having no long-rerrn goals and always 
leading depressing Lives. Ditto for some 
abnormal psych books"; "One Univer-
sity extension course grouped homo-
sexuality along with 'crimes and 
diseases,' such as alcoholism, rape and 
prostitution." 
~~finiti<@r\3 
Heurosexism: A belief in the superiority 
of heterosexuality; policies and practices 
which serve to elevate hererosexuality 
and subordinate homosexuality. 
Homophobia: l. Fear, dislike or harred of 
lesbians and gay men. 2. Discrimination 
againsr lesbians or gay men. 
The· Ft1af3s e/fbJ@uf3 
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Survey data reveals that and-lesbian/gay 
prejudice is common in UC Berkeley 
classrooms. The Classroom Climate 
survey, completed in 1984 by the ASUC 
Academic Affairs Office ar UC Berkeley, 
documenred the fact thar instructors at 
the University are failing ro establish a 
nondiscriminatory educational environ-
menr, and that they are consequently 
disrupting the learning process for 
lesbian and gay srudenrs. Eighty-two 
percenr of the lesbian/gay respondenrs in 
this survey strongly agreed with the 
staternenr "Sometimes instructors make 
commenrs that reflect stereotyped ideas 
about lesbians/gays," and 69o/o strongly 
agreed with the staternenr "Sometimes I 
feel left out of class because of my sexual 
preference." The ASUC survey revealed 
that lesbian and gay studenrs were the 
most uncomfortable in class-more so 
than even the ethnic minority, disabled, 
and female students surveyed. 
"Some years ago teachers and writers 
recognized that not all studenrs and 
readers were white; some were black and 
some were Asian, some were Chicano. 
More recently they recognized that not 
everyone was male; there were women 
do was direct them to a brochure for a 
queer support group. 
Eventually, I made a friend or two at 
school. This made me fed better. I 
ignored the insults even more. The only 
thing that made me listen up were the 
rumours going around. One that I was 
molesting my little sisrer made me 
incredibly angry-she was my SISTER! 
The rest, though, were mostly specula-
tions on the state of my sex life. They 
were quire humorous, especially since if 
I was doing all those things, I wouldn'r 
have time for school or sleep! For 
someone who "no one" liked, I was sure 
rhe subject of a lot of conversations. 
By the time I graduated, I was quite 
comfortable with myself. All I knew was, 
I could deal with what had been dished 
at me during the past three years. But it 
was not easy. I ofren wenr home and 
wanted to cry or scream. I sometimes 
walked out of situations, to avoid them. 
I always had to remind myself that I was 
not BAD, it was THEM who were 
making things unpleasant. I only hoped 
that other queer students would find 
ways to survive, too. 
Got experience, sexually. I found out 
sitting in classrooms and reading books. 
Now it needs to be recognized that not 
all studenrs and readers are heterosexual; 
some are gay and some are lesbian." 
Joseph A Devito, from Gayspeak: Gay 
Male and Lesbian Communication. 
There are many different ways in 
which anti-lesbian/gay prejudice has 
manifesred irself in classes. Some 
srudenrs surveyed reported that 
instrucrors made prejudiced or homo-
phobic cornrnenrs on their papers: "One 
professor thought I should have talked 
more about gays being ... mentally ill." 
There were also reports of srudeii.ts being 
chastised by instructors for expressing a 
lesbian/gay perspective in class: "TheTA 
called me a 'man-hater' and didn't wanr 
'negative vibes' in the classroom." Anti-
lesbian/gay assumptions and prejudices 
were encountered widely in faculty 
lectures. One survey respondent 
reported that "a lecture was given in 
which homosexuality was considered 
morally wrong," and another said that in 
a sociology class, the professor's sole 
commenr abour gays was that they "have 
no community. A streer full of bars did 
not constirute a cornrnuiury." That was 
the exrenr of the discussion in a ten-
week course." 
Jbit1s Ufi:de·rmiffe·s 
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Yet lesbian and gay studenrs are not 
the only ones who suffer from this bias; 
it also serves ro limit the intellectual 
development of heterosexual students by 
denying them access to accurate 
information about lesbians and gays and 
their contributions to society. For 
insrance, the history professor or TA 
who is unaware of our negligence about 
lesbian/gay hisroty may-even inadvert-
ently-slighr importanr lesbian/gay 
issues, evenrs and figures, leading 
what many people had doubted. I truly 
did enjoy girls, physically. They had 
always been friends, and I'd always liked 
their company, but now, there was 
something else. There is no doubt in my 
mind. This is what I enjoy: 
I have some friends who are queer, 
too, which often helps me remember 
that I am not alone. Life is not always 
hunky-dory, tho. Once a friend and I 
were walking along, holding hands, 
when a pick-up rruck full of guys started 
screaming "DYKES!!!" Since I've gorren 
prerty damned sick of verbal harassmenr, 
I was screaming back at them unril they 
drove away. I guess hearing "YES, I am a 
dyke" was the last thing they exJ:'ected. 
Wriring rhis article, and other factors, 
have made me think a lot recently. I 
realized that for someone who has 
known that they are not straighr for at 
least six years, I have spent about half 
thar time in heterosexual relarionships. 
Thar means, living as a srraighr female, 
which I am nor! The whole time I am in 
a hetero relarionship, I am craving 
women! Although I have had experience 
with females, I haven't really explored 
my feelings, fully. I haven'r even been in 
srudenrs to graduare from college with 
the misraken assurnprion thar all 
hisrorical figures are heterosexual. This is 
called the heterosexual assumption or 
bias. In this case, the teacher has failed 
in his or her education:tl mission, and is 
perperuaring ignorance insread of 
transmitting knowledge. Remember thar 
as an educator, it is your responsibility ro 
teach your subject knowledgeably, 
accurately, and in an unprejudiced 
manner-and this applies to homo-
sexual topics as well as all others. So if 
you allow the heterosexual assumption 
or homophobia to pollute the educa-
rional environmenr in your classes, 
you're nor jusr "politically incorrect," 
you're nqt doing your job as a teacher. 
Further compounding the problem of 
homophobia in rhe classroom is the fact 
that lesbians and gays are, as a whole, 
not an easily idenrifiable group of 
people. Very often, heterosexuals 
erroneously believe they do nor 
personally know any homosexual people. 
So while roday, racist and sexist remarks 
and artirudes are not acceptable in the 
university community, homophobic 
remarks and attirudes are tolerared, 
largely because of the perceived absence 
of homosexuals at the university. This 
alleged absence, however, is only 
imaginary. Lesbians and gays are presenr 
and active in every facet of education, as 
educators, students, staff and as 
contributors to the academic disciplines. 
WHAT YOU CAN DO 
1. Don't assume that everyone in the 
classroom is heterosexual. Remember, at 
least 1 Oo/o of the population is lesbian 
and gay. Avoid the heterosexual 
assumption. 
2. Monitor your own use of critical or 
stereotypical terms to discuss lesbians or 
gays or homosexuality. Discuss stere-
SEX 
a relationship with a female! 
It's frightening ro realize that even 
though I am out of the closet, I am more 
comfortable in relationships with men. 
Why? Because, there are definite 
guidelines and expectations set out. 
Because I still had a claim on some 
"normalcy." Because I was so ingrained 
to believe myself to be heterosexual, I 
actually FEAR my depth of attraction 
towards females. I don't even know if I 
am bisexual or a lesbian. It's frightening, 
and I've realized that I have to explore 
these feelings, and find out where I 
stand for mysel( Of course, I feel 
ungrounded, unsteady, unsure and 
uneasy. (Enough with the alliteration, 
already!) 
The adventure, apparently, continues. 
That's the other difficult part about 
writing this: There is no happy ending, 
no riding off into the sunset. The only 
thing I know is: I'm not straight, but I'm 
not a bad person, and I'm grateful for 
the love and support of my friends and 
family who are along with me on the 
strange trip we call life. 
otypes in rextbooks with the students in 
your discussion sections. Students 
should be encouraged to note when 
textbooks contain both biased and 
erroneous information. This contributes 
ro the development of critical thinking 
skills, which are vi tal to rhe educational 
process. 
3. Don't rely on lesbian and gay 
students to initiate discussion on the 
topic of homosexuality. Often students 
will not bring up the topic if they are 
unsure if it is safe to do so. Don't 
hesitate to bring it up yourself first, for 
that my be all that other students need 
to contribute to the discussion. 
4. Encourage students to do research 
on lesbian/gay topics. If a student 
approaches you with a proposal to 
research some aspect of homosexuality 
that is relevant to the course, do not 
discourage the student from doing so. 
Until the past two decades, very little 
research had been done on lesbian and 
gay topics, so there are great opportuni-
ties for both you and your students to 
do groundbreaking work in this 
important area. 
5. Don't allow biased or stereotypical 
comments ro go unchallenged in the 
classroom. In many cases, not only 
lesbians and gay students will be 
offended by blatantly homophobic or 
anti-lesbian/gay remarks. Depending on 
how you address such remarks, these 
students may or may not feel free to 
express their own discomfort with such 
comments. Discourage offensive 
humour directed at lesbians and gays. 
Remember that just as you would not 
accept offensive humour about women 
or ethnic minorities, you should also not 
accept offensive humour about lesbians 
and gays. 
February 18 will be our amwal sexuality 
issue. Submissiou deadliue is February 15. 
We will accept auy aud all stories, story 
ideas, photos, graphics ... wha tez•er you got. 
Seud submissious to sexuality issues 
coordiuator Ke11i11 Sallows iu room 1020, New 
West, fax him 525-3505, or email 
submit@lop.douglas.bc.ca. 
. . . . .. . 
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How can I tell you. How can I convince you, 
brother, sister that your life is in danger. That 
every day you wake up alive, relatively happy, 
and a functioning human being. you arc 
committing a rebellious act. You as an alive 
and functioning queer arc a revolutionary. 
There is nothing on this planet that validates, 
protects or encourages your existence. It is a 
miracle you arc standing here reading these 
words. You slwuld by all rights be dead. 
Don't be fooled, straight people own the 
world and the only reason you have been 
spared is you're smart, lucky, or a fighter. 
Straight people have a privilege that allows 
them to do whatever they please and fuck 
without fear. But not only do they live a life 
free of fear; they flaunt their freedom in my 
face. Their images arc on my Tv; in the 
magazine I bought, in the restaurant I want 
to cat in, and on the street where I live. I . 
want there to be a moratorium on straight 
marriage, on babies, on public displays of 
affection among the opposite sex and media 
images that promote heterosexuality. Until I 
can enjoy the same freedom of movement and 
sexuality as straights, their privilege must stop 
and it must be given over to me, for my queer 
sisters and brothers. 
Straight people will not do this voluntarily 
and so they must be forced into it. Straights 
must be frightened into it. Terrorized into it. 
Fear is rhc most powerful motivator. No one 
will give us what we deserve. Rights arc not 
given they arc taken, by force if necessary. 
It is easier to fight when you know who 
your enemy is. Straight people arc your 
enemy who don't acknowledge your 
invisibility and continue to live in and 
contribute to a culture that kills you . 
Every day one of us is taken by the enemy. 
Whether it is an AIDS death due to 
homophobic government inaction or a 
lcsbi~n bashing in an all-night diner (in a 
supposedly lesbian neighborhood) . We arc 
being systematically picked off and we will 
continue ro be wi ped our unless we realize 
that if they rake one of us they must rake all 
of us. 
AN ARMY OF LOVERS CANNOT 
LOSE 
Being queer is not about a right to privacy; 
it is about the freedom to be public, to just be 
who we arc. It means every day fighting 
oppression; homophobia, racism, misogyny, 
the bigotry of religious hypocrites and our 
own self-hatred. (We have been carefully 
taught to hare ourselves.) And now of course 
it means fighting a virus as well, and all those 
homo-haters who are using AIDS to wipe us 
off rhe face of the earth. 
Being queer means leading a different sort 
of life. It's not about the mainstream, profit-
margins, patriotism, patriarchy or being 
assimilated. It's not about ~utive directors, 
privilege and elitism. It's about being on the 
margins, defining ourselves; it's .about gender-
fuck and secrets, what's beneath the belt and 
deep inside the hcan; it's about the night. 
Being 'ueer is "grass roots" because we know 
that c:•eJiy one of us, every body, cunt, bean, 
ass and dick is a world of pleasure waiting to 
be explored. Every one of us is a world of 
infinite possibility. 
We are an army because we have to be. We 
arc an army because we are so powerful. (We 
have so much to fight for; we arc the most 
precious of endangered species.) And we are 
an army of lovers because it is we who know 
what love is. Desire and lust, too. We 
invented them. We come out of the closet, 
face the rejection of society, face firing squads, 
just to love each other! Every time we fuck, 
we win. 
1. I'M ANGRY. THE STRONG 
SISTERS TOLD THE BROTHERS 
THAT THERE WERE 1WO IMPOR-
TANT THINGS TO REMEMBER 
ABOUT THE COMING REVOLU-
TIONS. THE FIRST IS THAT WE 
WILL GET OUR ASSES KICKED. 
THE SECOND IS THAT WE WILL 
WIN. 
I'm angry for being condemned to death 
by strangers saying. "You deserve to die" and 
"AIDS is the cure." Angry as I listen to a man 
tell me that after changing his will five times 
he's running out of people to leave things to. 
All of his best friends arc dead. Angry when I 
stand in a sea of quilt panels, or go to a 
candlelight march or attend yet another 
memorial service. I will not march silently 
with a fucking candle, I want to take that 
goddamned quilt, wrap myself in it and 
furiously rend it and my hair while cursing 
every god religion ever created. I refuse to 
accept a creation that cuts people down in the 
third decade of their life 
2. IF YOU'RE QUEER. SHOUT IT! 
Queers arc under sjegc. Queers arc being 
attacked on all fronts and I'm afraid it's ok 
with us. I hate straight people who think they 
have anything intelligent to say about 
"outing." I hate straight people who think 
stories about themselves are "universal" but 
stories about us arc only about homosexuality. 
I hate straight people who say, "I don't sec 
why you feel the need to wear those bunons 
and T-shirrs. I don't go around telling the 
whole world I'm straight." 
I hate that in .twclve years of public 
education I was never taught about queer 
people, thinking I was the only queer in the 
world and I hate even more that most queer 
kids still grow up the same way. I hate that I 
was tormented by other kids for being a 
faq. but more that I was taught to feel 
ashamed for being the object of their cruelty, 
to feel it was my fault. I hate that the 
Supreme Court of this country says it's okay 
to criminaliu: me because of how I make love, 
that so many straight people arc so concerned 
about my goddamned sex life. I hate that so 
many twisted straight people become parents, 
while I have to fight like hell to be ~d to 
be a father. 
Our education systems arc guilty of 
genocide. They create an atmosphere of u:ro 
tolerance for my young queer brothers and 
sisters. They ban resources to help my 
brothers and sisters resist commining suicide. 
I'm angry! Why is it that many of my queer 
sisters and brothers have contemplated 
suicide? It's active ignorance! Most straight 
people don't care if a teenage 'faggot' kills 
himself every five hours. 
Meanwhile, most older queer people just 
stand by and do nothing. Seems that they 
have been taught to actively ignore the 
situation as well. My queer family you have an 
obligation! Don't let another queer sister or 
brother go through what you had to endure! 
Raise your fists high against the bigots: Kari 
I'm angry at straight people who sit smugly Simpson, Robert Pickering and the 
wrapped in their self-protective coat of "Concerned Parents" who have absolutely no 
what I do because I don't want lesbians to 
assume I'm a straight girl. I am out all the 
time, everywhere, because I WANf TO 
REACH YOU. Maybe you'll notice me, we'll 
start talking. become friends. Maybe we won't 
say a word but our eyes will meet and I will 
imagine you naked, sweating. open-mouthed, 
your back arched as I am fucking you. We'll 
be happy to know we aren't the only ones in 
the world. We'll be happy because we found 
each other, without saying a wo~d, maybe just 
for a moment. 
But no. 
You won't wear a pink triangle on that 
linen lapel. 
WHERE ARE YOU? 
4. WHEN ANYONE ASSAULTS YOU 
FOR BEING QUEER, IT IS QUEER 
BASHING. Right? 
The straight world has us so convinced 
that we arc helpless and deserving victims of 
the violence against us, that queers are 
immobilized when faced with a threat. BE 
OUTRAGED! These attacks must not be 
tolerated. DO SOMETHING. Recognize 
that any act of aggression against any member 
of our community is an attack on every 
member of the community. The more we 
allow homophobes to inflict violence, terror 
and fear on our lives, the more frequently and 
ferociously we will be the object of their 
hatred. Your body cannot be an open target 
for violence. Your body is worth protecting. 
You have a right to defend it. No matter what 
they tell you, your queerness must be 
defended and respected. You'd better learn 
that your life is immeasurably valuable, 
because unless you start believing that, it can 
easily be taken from you. If you know how to 
gently and efficiently immobilize }rour 
attacker, then by all means, do it. If you lack 
those skills, then think about gouging out his 
fucking eyes, slamming his nose back into his 
brain, slashing his throat with a broken 
bottle--do whatever you have to, save your 
life! 
the same sex. Our sexuality and sexual 
expression arc what makes us most 
to physical violence. Our difference, our 
otherness, our uniqueness can either 
us or politicize us. Hopefully, the majority 
us will not let it kill us. 
I HATE STRAIGHTS 
I hate straight people who can't listen to 
queer anger without saying "hey, all straight 
people aren't like that. I'm straight too, you 
know," as if their egos don't get enough 
stroking or protection in this arros.ant, 
heterosexist world. Why add the '~"' .. u'"'"""' 
"Of course, I don't mean you. You don't act 
that way." Let them figure out for thCJmsc~lvc 
whether they deserve to be included in our 
anger. 
But of course that would mean listening 
our anger, which they almost never do. 
deflect it, by saying "I'm not like that" or 
"now look who's generalizing" or "You'll 
more flies with honey ... " or "If you focus on 
the negative you just give out more power" 
"you're not the only one in the world who's 
suffering." They say "Don't yell at me, I'm 
your side" or "I think you're overreacting" or 
"BOY, YOU'.RE BITTER." 
They've taught us that good queers don't 
get mad. They've taught us so well that we 
not only hide our anger from them, we hide 
it from each other. You don't need to sec 
hetero couple grocery shopping on your TY. 
Tell them "GO AWAY FROM ME, until 
YOU change." Go tell them go away until 
they have spent a month walking hand in 
hand in public with someone of the same 
After they survive that, then you'll hear what 
they have to say about queer anger. Other-
wise, tell them to shut up and listen. 
RULES OF CONDUCT FOR 
STRAIGHT PEOPLE IN QUEER 
SPACES 
I) Keep your displays of affection (kissing, 
handholding, embracing) to a minimum. 
"Your" sexuality is unwanted and offensive 
many here. 
monogamy and heterosexuality confident that concern for our sisters and brothers. I hate 5. NO SEX POLICE 2) In clubs, if you must slow dance, be as 
inconspicuous as possible. this disease has nothing to do with them 
because it only happens to "those people." 
Also at teenage boys who upon spotting my 
"Silence = Death" button begin chanting 
"Faggots gonna die" and I wonder, who 
taught them this? Enveloped in fury and fear, 
I remain silent while my bunon mocks me 
every step of the way. There's the anger I feel 
when a television program on the quilt gives 
profiles of the dead and the list begins with a 
baby, a teenage girl who got a blood 
transfusion, an elderly Baptist minister and 
his wife. Ending with a gay male description 
of Someone who knowingly infected teenage 
male prostitutes with the virus. What else can 
you expect from a faggot? I'm angry. 
straights. 
3. WHERE ARE YOU, SISTERS? 
Invisibility is Our Responsibility 
I wear my pink triangle everywhere. I do 
not lower my voice in public when talking 
about lesbian love or sex. I always tell people 
I'm a lesbian. I don't wait to be asked about 
my "boyfriend." I don't say it's "no one's 
business." 
I don't do this for straight people. Most of 
them don't know what the pink triangle even 
means. Most of them couldn't care less that 
my girlfriend and I are totally in love or 
• having a fight on the street. Most of them 
don't notice us no maner what we do. I do 
For anyone to say that coming out is not 
part of the revolution is missing the point. 
Positive sexual images and what they manifest 
saves lives because they affirm those lives, 
making it possible for people to attempt to 
live as self-loving instead of self-loathing. The 
famous "Black is beautiful" quote changed 
many lives, so does "Read my lips" affirm 
queerness in the face of hatred and invisibility 
3) Do not gawk or stare at lesbians or gay 
men, "especially bull dykes or drag queens." 
We arc not "your entertainment." 
4) If you cannot comfortably deal with 
someone of the same sex making a pass at 
you, get out. 
5) Do not flaunt your heterosexuality. Be 
discreet. Risk being mistaken for a lezzie or a 
as displayed in a recent governmental study of homo. 
suicides that states at least 1/3 of all teen 6) If you feel these rules are unfair, go 
suicides arc Queer. This is further exemplified 
by the rise in HJV transmission among those 
under 21. 
We are most hated as queers for our 
sexualness, that is, our physical contact with 
homophobia in straight spaces, or 
7) Go Fuck Yourself. 
SETTING IT ... STRAIGH 
.MYTHS and FACTS about Lesbians and Gay 
men: 
MYTH: Gays and lesbians do not contribute to 
society. 
FACT: Gay men and lesbian women have made 
major contributions to all aspects of society: 
social services, education, politics, arts and 
humanities, and sciences. 
MYTH: Lesbians and gays are mentally ill. 
FACT: Research done by the National Institute 
for Mental Health found no greater incidence 
of mental illness among lesbians and gays than 
among heterosexuals. 
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MYTH: All lesbians are masculine and all gay 
men are effeminate. 
FACT: While some lesbians may appear mascu-
line, and some gay men effeminate, the reality is 
· that lesbians and gay men are no more masculine 
or feminine than heterosexual members of the 
same sex. 
MYfH: Homosexuals are usually white males. 
FACT: The homosexual community is very 
diverse, consisting of both males and females, 
blacks, whites, Asians, Hispanics, and Natives. 
Homosexuality has been found to exist in almost 
every culture worldwide. 
H~'s a big tip of the hat to all the people who made this queer 
supplemmt a success: 
Gwmy ~ng: Coordinator 
Barbara Hubm 
1ilky the Wunderqueer 
AD those grtat peopk down at the Prit:k Colkctive. 
AndrroJ Carroll 
Alicia Abramson 
Quem Saffron (who didn't do anything, save walk in during 
production and bring some of that joy and rtgal bearing that we 
admire and miss. Love ya, babe.) 
The usual editors and production staff at the OP who copy-edited. 
proofread and got these pages woking pmty damn hot, if I do say 
so myself 
To aD you quem, .friends and peopk who could've contributed but 
didn't ... thert's another one of these coming out next year, but why 
wait? Make your presence known. Write for the OP. We'D welcome 
you with opm arms, straight, que~r or other. 
